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“Early History of WNOX Radio”
A Brown Bag Lecture by Julian Burke
PROGRAM:

“Early History of WNOX Radio,” A Brown Bag Lecture by Julian Burke

DATE:

Noon, Wednesday, September 14, 2016

LOCATION:

East Tennessee History Center
601 South Gay Street
Knoxville, TN 37902

ADMISSION:

FREE | Attendees are encouraged to bring a “brown bag” lunch

(Knoxville, TN) For decades, Julian Burke has collected unique pieces of broadcasting
equipment, including the original announcer microphones from WNOX, the legendary Knoxville
radio station known as the “Cradle of Country Music.” In a Brown Bag Lecture on Wednesday,
September 14, Burke will share early history and artifacts from WNOX’s studio.
The lecture is held in conjunction with the exhibition, Come to Make Records: Knoxville’s
Contributions to American Popular Music, on display at the Museum of East Tennessee History
through October 30. The exhibit examines the 1929 and 1930 Brunswick Records' Vocalion
label’s recordings that took place at the St. James Hotel in downtown Knoxville and invited
locals to come make records. These old-time, jazz, blues, and gospel recordings added
Knoxville's voice to American popular music and inspired the next generation of country music
stars. The exhibition features an array of artifacts, videos, sound recordings, and photographs
showcasing East Tennessee’s diverse musical heritage and the importance of WNOX Radio.
Julian Burke is recognized locally as one of the foremost experts on old televisions and radios.
He has been a lifelong lover of electronics and started collecting old radios by going door to door
at age 7, and he hasn’t stopped since. By 13, he was repairing radios and televisions around
Knoxville.
The program is sponsored by Consolidated Nuclear Security, LLC, and is and free and open to
the public. The lecture will begin at noon at the East Tennessee History Center, 601 S. Gay
Street, Knoxville. Guests are invited to bring a “Brown Bag” lunch and enjoy the lecture. Soft
drinks will be available. For more information on the lecture, exhibitions, or museum hours, call
865-215-8824 or visit the website at www.EastTNHistory.org.
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